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Any consideration of the response_offered by twentieth- and twenty-first-—century ef-Irish<
poets to the Hholocaust must fir_st‘eensider—wl_ﬂ%st—the historical context of Ireland’s
Hittle-small Jewish community and the record of prewar and wartime immigration into Ireland
by refugees from mainland eurepeEurope. Available eensascensus statistics show tha¢ from

since 1861, mainly based in Dublin but also in cities such as Cork and Limerick. The 1901

census, taken three years before the 1904 setting of James Joyce’s Ulysses (19232), suggests

that there were just over 3,000 Jews living in Ireland out of a total population of [reughly

istand-ef-treland. These statistics teH-narrate their own stery-account of Ireland’s pre-war and

wartime inaction in the face of mass expulsions from ecentral—Central and eastern
eurepeEastern Europe. Even during the years of the Hholocaust; (1942—45), -Irish policy was
parsimonious at best. ard—aAccording to Dermot Keogh’s authoritative study Jews in
Twentieth-Century Ireland (1998), the number of Jewish refugees admitted by Ireland during

the Second World War “may have been as few as sixty” (Keogh 1998: 192).
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Formatted: Line spacing: Double

Comment [A1]: This change has been made to
avoid repetition of the word “consider” in the same
sentence.

|

Comment [A2]: It is simpler and more native to
say “since 1861.”

|

Comment [A3]: This change has been made to
make the language more suitable to academic
writing.




